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yourselves, if you wish to see your friends eating and drinking in
Circe's enchanted palace, where I tell you they have enough to
last them for ever."
'The rest were quick to fall in with my suggestion. But not
Eurylochus, who, by infecting them with his fears, did his best
to keep the whole company back.
(" Where are we poor wretches off to now? " he cried. "Are
you so keen on trouble that you must seek out the Witch in her
stronghold, and all be turned into pigs or wolves or lions, and
forced to keep watch in that great house others? We have had
all this before, with the Cyclops, when our friends found their
way into his fold with this dare-devil Odysseus for company. It
was this man's reckless folly that cost them their lives."
'Now when Eurylochus said that, I had half a mind, though
he was a close kinsman of my own, to draw the long sword
from my side and lop his head off to roll in the dust. But I was
checked by a chorus of remonstrance from my men, who took
a milder view.
' "Sir," they said, "it is for you to give the order; but why
not leave this fellow here by the ship on guard, while we follow
your lead to Circe's enchanted castle?"
'So we turned our backs on the ship and the sea and struck
inland. And Eurylochus came with us after all. He was not going
to be left by the ship, and was afraid of the stinging rebuke I
might give him.
"Circe had been spending the interval in hospitable care for
the party in her house. She bathed and anointed them with olive-
oil, and gave them all tunics and warm cloaks to wear, so that on
our arrival we found them enjoying a comfortable dinner in the
hall. When the two companies came face to face and each man
recognized his friends, they burst into tears and the whole house
echoed to their sobs, till the goddess herself, coming up and ad-
dressing me by my royal titles, appealed to me to check this fit
of weeping.
(* * I know as well as you," she said,(< all you have gone through
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